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President’s Message 

                                           October 2017 

 Members and friends, 

As you may have heard by now, our Executive Director, Mary Beth 
Scherer, recently announced her retirement after 26 years of service 
to our chapter. To try to summarize her career here would not be fair 
to her, but I will try to say a few words. 
 
Education is at the core of our mission as a chapter. Over her career 
with us, Mary Beth has helped educate hundreds and hundreds of 
insurance professionals. From the ever-difficult task of finding 
instructors, to putting together classes, to administering exams, Mary 
Beth has built one of the best, if not THE best, CPCU Chapter education 
programs in the country.  
 
If you have ever attended a luncheon, signed up for a class or exam, 
you have worked with Mary Beth. She made it easy for you to take 
that first exam, and was there to celebrate with you when you passed 
the last one. I’ll never forget when I passed my last CPCU exam. After 
nervously hitting “Enter” and seeing “PASS” come up on the screen, 
with a huge smile on my face, I raised my arms into the air in relief and 
celebration. I then remember looking over at her, and her face just lit 
up with excitement. I began working on my CPCU in 2009, and it took 
me about three years to get through them all. The constant 
throughout that process was having her there, rooting me on. I’m 
betting that many of you have similar stories to tell. She took a 
genuine and sincere interest in us all, and that’s one of the big reasons 
our program has been so successful.  
 
Don’t worry—this isn’t good-bye just yet for Mary Beth! You are going 
to get the chance to celebrate with her before she leaves. We plan to 
send her off the right way, and we will let you know the date and time 
of the party!  
 
We are in the early stages of trying to fill her position. The members of 
the Executive Board have begun the search for someone of Mary 
Beth’s caliber. She has also graciously agreed to stay on for a bit, to 
help us find and train her replacement. If you are interested in the 
position, or know someone who may be, please contact our incoming 
President (Lauren Outen), incoming Vice-President (Marcus Hensel) or 
me. 
 
Sincerely, 

Jimmy Parisher, CPCU 
Chapter President 2017 
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ON’T FORGETS TO PAY YOUR 2016 DUES-INCLUDING CHAPTER DUES!                    

 

Ave the dates!! 

 

 

 

             

EDUCATION REPORT                                                                                  ---Mary Beth Scherer, M.Ed. 

 

Thank you to all our great companies who supported us with students, textbook purchases, and exam 
takers for this fall semester!  Your participation allows us to offer quality educational programs in 
Richmond!  We are running a full and healthy schedule of classes, despite the normal decline that always 
follows a conferment in Hawaii.   I am hearing good things about our instructors this time around, but 
then, that is not unusual. 
 
Friends, 
 
By now, most of you have probably received my email telling you of my plans to retire. I want to take this 
opportunity, once again, to let you know how much I have enjoyed my tenure as your Executive Director.  I 
have already spoken of the amazing Board of Directors and faculty of instructors that have supported me, 
as well as the local businesses who have graciously given us classroom space, instructors’ time, and filled 
our classrooms and exam center.   And did I mention how much fun it was to watch that struggling student 
finally earn his/her designation?  Not everyone is as fortunate as I, to stumble into a job they have loved.  
What a great blessing it has been!  My departure is full of joy and sadness.  I will miss all of you terribly, but 
I also look forward to calm mornings on my porch with my cup of coffee.  
  
I will miss you and hope that our paths will cross once again.  God bless. 
 
Mary Beth 
 

Just a reminder that the Institutes have made the decision to revise certain courses as of October 2017.  If 
you have materials that were ordered prior to October for ARM 55, CPCU 551, CPCU 552, CPCU 553, CPCU 
555, CPCU 557, AINS 22, and AINS 23, YOU MUST PASS YOUR EXAM BY DECEMBER 15, 2017.  After that 
date, your textbooks will no longer be current.  It would be wise to schedule an exam earlier in the window 
to allow for a retake…. 

          

 Don’t forget to save the dates:  

I Day: Thursday, November 9th, at Glen Allen Cultural Arts Center. “CATASTROPHE AWARENESS FOR 

ANY ORGANIZATION”—can you think of a more timely topic? Speakers include FBI Special Agt., 

Markel’s Chief Information Officer, representatives of Innsbrook Foundation and Richmond Flying 

Squirrels-contact Mary Beth Scherer to register. Your support funds scholarships!  

CPCU Holiday Party: Thursday, November 30th:  come kick off your holidays with your fellow CPCUs 

and friends. It will take place at Richmond Country Club, 12950 Patterson Ave, Henrico, VA. Again, 

contact Mary Beth Scherer to make reservations.                                                       

 



 

                  

 VCU Happenings…                 By:  Tim Cook, CPCU, ARM, Director for the Risk &  

                                                                                                         Insurance Studies Center 
 

The 2017-2018 academic year is well underway for the VCU Risk and Insurance Studies Center! 

The summer proved most beneficial for 13 students with internships. They worked in a variety of positions 

with several insurance companies and agents/brokers. Having the students complete an internship provides 

them great insight into our industry, as well as a boost to his or her resume; good, solid work experience that 

any future employer will appreciate. If anyone reading this article can help with an internship, please contact 

the VCU Risk & Insurance Studies Center. 

The Gamma Iota Sigma (GIS) organization held its annual conference in Dallas, TX from Sept. 28 – Oct. 1. VCU 

was represented by 12 students. Our VCU GIS chapter, Alpha Mu, was again recognized in many areas, 

including leadership, alumni relations, community service, membership development, and public relations. 

We have a great leadership team in place for the upcoming academic year. Their passion for the industry will 

only lead to great outcomes for the Alpha Mu Chapter.  

We will also be sending 4 students to another conference in late October, in Atlanta. The conference is 

sponsored by NAPSLO – National Association of Professional Surplus Lines Offices, Ltd. NAPSLO and AAMGA 

recently merged to form WSIA – Wholesale & Specialty Insurance Association. It’s another great opportunity 

for our students to gain knowledge and networking contacts.  

Thanks to our supporters, we awarded over $30,000 in scholarships during the last academic year. Helping 

students financially is always needed. It is exciting to provide financial assistance to those deserving, 

academically superior students. We always welcome the opportunity to work with those supporters 

interested in establishing endowed scholarships for our students. Our annual conference helps raise some 

monies, but other risk management and insurance associations, and companies, have proven very generous 

in their scholarship support – RIMS Virginia Chapter and Richmond CPCU Society Chapter have been two such 

supporters over the years.  

We, again, are pleased to announce that all Spring 2017 graduates have found jobs in our industry. Many had 

multiple offers from various quality organizations. Thanks to all of you for helping to prepare these students 

for their next step.  

 

 

 

 



Please continue to encourage young folks to enter our industry! VCU’s Risk & Insurance studies program is 

developing our future industry leaders through your raising awareness and your support! As an insurance 

professional, your ongoing efforts are appreciated.  

Community Outreach Committee Report……………………………Natalie Dovel, AINS 

 

A big thank-you to the 7 CPCU chapter members who 

came out to prepare breakfast for the Ronald 

McDonald House on Saturday, Aug. 19th. For those 

who are unfamiliar with the Ronald McDonald House, 

they provide a home-away-from-home for seriously ill 

children and their families.  

We prepared a pancake breakfast – complete with 

whipped cream, sprinkles, and lots of bacon! After 

preparing the breakfast, we had a tour of the house – 

seeing the common areas, one of the open bedrooms, 

and their specialized feeding room for children who 

are attending the feeding program at the Children’s 

Hospital. 

It was a morning well spent, and we look forward to 

being able to serve them again. 

 

 

 


